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Welcome 

Spellers, welcome back to the Mzansi Spelling Bee.  The bee is 5 years old this 

year and growing with each year.  You are taking the challenge to be a speller, 

a word nerd and set yourself apart.  The spelling bee is a journey, take it easy 

and fun.   

 

The Mzansi Spelling Bee is a national spelling challenge and literacy support 

program.  The spelling bee is a not for profit program created to help South 

African children develop a love and appreciation for words and language.  

Through the spelling bee; spellers build their vocabulary, spelling skills, language 

understanding and join a community of word nerds.   

 

Africa Spelling Bee  

 The winner of the 2016 Mzansi Spelling Bee will represent South Africa at the 

African Spelling Bee 2017.  In 2016 Zameer Dada and Mayuri Govender, 2015 

Mzansi Spelling Bee champions, represented South Africa at the 1st Africa 

Spelling Bee.  The Africa Spelling Bee has allowed the spelling bee to grow to a 

national level.   

 

Spelling Bee friends  

The spelling bee is an opportunity to call a community of support for the 

aspirations of South Africa’s children.  We would like to thank our friends for 

supporting the Mzansi Spelling Bee  

- The City of Joburg though the Soweto Theatre for offering a home to the 

Mzansi Spelling Bee  

- South African Tourism for creating a unique space for young writers and 

spellers to contribute the Mzansi Spelling Bee travel book authored by 

spellers and word nerds.  

- The Nelson Mandela Foundation and Mandela day for creating a 

community of support for spellers and schools.   

- The partner organisations at the Africa Spelling Bee Consortium for 

allowing us to be part of a continental drive to create a literate Africa.   

 

 

 

How to use the book 
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This is your guide book to the 2016 Mzansi Spelling bee.  It has tools, tips, guides 

to help you through the spelling bee.  Use every chapter to help you build your 

word knowledge and vocabulary.  You may be sked to spell any word in the 

book, even those not on the list so read to understand and retain your words.   

 

Keep a nerd journal and collect words.  Each time you learn a new word, write 

the definition and etymology (origin) down so you do not forget it.  Use your 

whole body to learn.  Say the words out loud, make the foods that are in the 

word list and taste words, think if you know the feeling of a word and enjoy the 

words.  Use your friends and family and let them help you learn words.  It will 

take time but learn a word at a time, learn words every day and take it easy.   

 

What group I am in  

The 2016 Mzansi Spelling Bee will be divided into three groups od spellers.   

1. Honey bees (age 9 – 11)  

2. Bumble bees (age 12 – 14)  

3. Drones (age 15 – 17)  

Honey bees need only study words that are for honey bees.  The Bumble bees 

will study words for both honey bees and drones.  Finally, Drones, will study all 

the words in the book.   

 

Stay in touch  

Be part of the Mzansi Spelling Bee and spelling Bee community.  Find daily word 

updates, event information, spelling bee community activities and spelling 

resources.  

Mzansi Spelling Bee: www.mzansispellingbee.org  

Call  

- For any information about spellers and spelling bee updates: 0113269100 

or email speller@mzansispellingbee.org  

- For program and information and media inquiries 

0734019466 or email info@mzansispellingbee.org  

 

 

 

http://www.mzansispellingbee.org/
mailto:speller@mzansispellingbee.org
mailto:info@mzansispellingbee.org
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for the use of brief quotations in a book review. 
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Start with the basics  

You have a long way to go word nerd; take it one step at a time.  Do not be 

intimidated by the number of words in the book; start with the basics and make sure 

you understand them.  The point of the spelling bee is that you become a better speller, 

the best speller you can be.  Do not just memorise and try to cram as many words into 

your head as possible.  It is important to know how the words are made up so that they 

become puzzles you can make and unmake.   

 

Words are like puzzles.  Little sounds and words put together to make bigger words.  If 

you can understand the puzzle, you will be able to make and unmake any word.  As 

you go through the word book, I will give you clues and tips to help you see the puzzle 

and the trick in the words.   

 

Saying a word correctly is a good place to start.  Make sure you know how to 

pronounce the words correctly.  Study out loud, make noise and make sure you know 

what the words sound like.  At the spelling bee, words will be asked of you out loud, so 

make sure you know the sound every word you get will make.   

 

Back to the ABC  

English uses 26 letters or block to form the alphabet.  The Alphabet is like small pieces 

that make puzzle of words.  Some blocks fit together in one way and other will fit 

another way.  Make sure you know the alphabet.   

 

26 letter in the alphabet – 21 consonants and 5 vowels 

Practise saying these words out loud and see how the letters sound in different cases.   

Vowels can short and long sounds.  Say the words and see how a vowel can be short 

and sharp or long and stretched out.   

The 5 Short Vowel Sounds 

This is for most small words with a vowel in the middle – the vowel will be short   

 short -a- in and, as, after, cap, brat  

 short -e- in pen, hen, lend 

 short -i- in it, in 

 short -o- in top, hop 

 short -u- in under, cup 
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The 6 Long Vowel Sounds 

 long -a- in make, take  

 long -e- in beet, feet  

 long -i- in tie, lie  

 long -o- in coat, toe  

 long -u- (yoo) in rule 

 long -oo- in few, blue 

The R-Controlled Vowel Sounds 

When r goes next to a vowel, it forces the vowel to change sound – try it out loud 

R makes the vowels break the sound rules.    

 -ur- in, bird, and hurt 

 -er -in – baker, hunter, pointer, mother, her, father other, winter,  

 -ar- in bark, dark, car, park, stark, ark, mark, farm, arm, yard 

 -ir- in hire, fire, sire, mire, skirt, sir  

 -or- in fork, pork, stork 

 

Dipthongs (2 vowels sliding) 

Think about it this way, di means two so you take 2 vowels and make a new sound.  A 

diphthong is a complex sound made by gliding from one vowel to another within the 

same syllable, as in boy and out.  Diphthongs usually consist of two vowels.   

 - au   – sauce, because, August, taught, laundry, auction 

 -aw – raw, claw, straw, crawl, lawn, jaw (notice that au and aw sound alike) 

 -oi- boil, soil, coil, coin, point, join, noise, voice 

 -oy- boy, coy, toy, joy, enjoy, (again do you notice that oi and oy sound alike so 

be careful with them.)  

 -ou- house, mouse, douse, gown, round, sound, ouch, loud, found, doubt  

 -ow- how, now, bow, owl, allow,  

 

The 20 Consonant Sounds 

 -b- in bed, bad 

 -c –makes k sound (car, cat, corn) or s sound (cereal, city, cent) 

 -k- in cat and kick 

 -d- in dog 

 -f- in fat 

 -g- in got 

 -h- in has 

 -j- in job 
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 -l- in lid 

 -m- in mop 

 -n- in not 

 -p- in pan 

 -q – makes kwa sound  in kwanza 

 -r- in ran 

 -s- in sit 

 -t- in to 

 -v- in van 

 -w- in went 

 -x – makes ks sounds as in kicks 

 -y- in yellow 

 -z- in zipper 

Let us start putting the alphabet together  

 

The  Digraph Sounds (di = 2 ) 

A digraph is a single sound, which is made by two letters. 

 -bl- in blue and black 

 -cl- in clap and close 

 -fl- in fly and flip 

 -gl- in glue and glove 

 -pl- in play and please 

 -br- in brown and break  

 ch, which makes the /ch/ sound as in watch, chick, chimpanzee, and champion 

 ck, which makes the /k/ sound as in chick 

 ff, which makes the /f/ sound as in cliff 

 gh, which makes the /g/ sound as in ghost and ghastly 

 gn, which makes the /n/ sound as in gnome and gnarled 

 kn, which makes the /n/ sound as in knife and knight 

 ll, which makes the /l/ sound as in wall 

 mb, which makes the /m/ sound as in lamb and thumb 

 ng, which makes the /ng/ sound as in fang, boomerang, and fingerprint 

 nk, which makes the /nk/ sound as in ink, sink and rink 

 ph, which makes the /f/ sound as in digraph, phone, and phonics 

 qu, which makes the /kw/ sound as in quick 

 sh, which makes the /sh/ sound as in shore, shipwreck, shark, and shield 

 ss, which makes the /s/ sound as in floss 

 th, which makes the /th/ sound as in athlete, toothbrush, bathtub, thin, and 

thunderstorm 

 th, which makes the /th/ sound as in this, there, and that 

 wh, which makes the /hw/ sound as in where and which 

 wr, which makes the /wr/ sound as in write 
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 zz, which makes the /z/ sound as in fuzz and buzz 

 

The Trigraph Sound (tri =3) 

A Trigraph is a single sound made by three letters 

 chr, which makes the /chr/ sound as in chromosome, chronicle  

 dge which makes the /dge/ sound as in porridge, dodge, fridge  

 tch which makes the /tch/ sound as in catch, match, watch  

 sph which makes the /sph/ sound as in sphere, sphinx  

 shr which makes the /shr/ sound as in shred, shrug, shrink  

 scr which makes the /scr/ sound as in scream, screw  

 thr which makes the /thr/ sound as in threat, thread 

 

Now what?  

Now that you know what the puzzle pieces look like and sound like, it is time to start 

making up the puzzles and building word.  The sounds and letters you have just leant are 

put together in millions of different ways to make millions of words.  The letters when they 

are put together have a meaning and when you put those meanings together you form 

words.   

 

Let us take our pieces and get to the business of making words.   
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You and your dictionary 

Your dictionary is your friend when preparing for the spelling bee.  The dictionary has 

more to offer you than the definitions of words.  Knowing what words mean will help you 

learn the words, build you vocabulary and go beyond memorizing words.     

 

Once you know what sounds letters make and you can put them together, you must 

know what meanings those parts will make.  The Dictionary is a way to give the small parts 

and the big parts together meaning and definition.  

 

The dictionary will have:  

1. The word you are looking for   

2. How you say the word: pronunciation  

3. Part of speech 

4. Definition  

5. The word in a sentence  

6. Language of origin – what other language the word was borrowed from  

7. Synonym – words that mean the same  

8. Antonym – words that mean the opposite   
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Remember that dictionaries are not the same.  All dictionaries have this information but 

may have it in a different order.   

It is really important that you understand that words have meaning – that is why we have 

words, to create meaning.  

If you learn how to read or spell a word, it is important to know what it means.   

If you can spell a word but do not know what it means, you do not know that word.  Some 

really long, complicated words you may never have heard before can be managed if 

you know what they mean.  You can break up a word and spell it if you know what it 

means.   

The dictionary is your friend if you want to improve your ability to spell and read.   
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3. Spelling Rules  

 

Wait!  Before we move on we must have some rules word nerd.  We have a vast 

universe of words to go visit.  Before we start our word adventure, let us make sure we 

have all our tools that will help us.  This is like taking a map, a campus, some snacks for 

the road and a phone in case we need to call home when we get lost.  The rules are 

not there to hold you back but to guide you as you go.   

 

English is a tricky universe with lots of traps, tricks and dangers coming at you.  Learn the 

tricks but always know that they may not always apply.  A lot of words break the rules 

and so their own thing.  Know the rules and also know what to so if a word does not 

follow the rules.   

 

1. Did you know that no word in the English language ends with V except for 

Spiv – all other words ending in the V sound end in VE 

2. No English word ends in J – the sound is created with “ge” or “dge” 

3. No English word ends in I – but rather makes use of “Y” to make the sound. 

(be careful of spaghetti, macaroni – these are Spanish words)  

4. Double L,F, S and Z after a single vowel at the end of a short word – be 

careful though to find the exceptions   

5. Words can be broken down into syllables or beats and every syllable must 

have a vowel (A E I O U), however syllables at the end of a word may go 

without a vowel.  

Sounds letters make 

1. Have you noticed Q is always written with a U and makes the KW sound?  

Look us all the Q words in the dictionary and see for yourself.  (there will be 

a few exceptions for words of Hebrew or Arabic origins) 

2. When QU comes before “ar” it make Quour sound – quarts, quarter  

3. When W comes before ‘ar’  it makers “wor” sound – warden, war, ward 

4. When W comes before “or” it makes “wer” sound – word, worm, worth, 

worship  

 

When letters don’t sound like you expect  

1. Have you noticed G can sometimes be said as like a J?  When G is 

followed by E, I or Y it makes the J sound but when G is followed by any 
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other letter it makes a hard G sound.  (be careful of get, girl, give, gear, 

gift and a few exceptions to the rule)  

2. To keep G hard when followed by E, I or Y it will go with U – like in guest, 

guilt, guide 

3.  C before I,E, Y make the S sound.   

4. C followed by any letter apart from I, E, T make the K sound.   

5. Ti, ci, si, are syllables frequently used to make the “Sh” sound – nation, 

spacious, ancient, admission, session, division.   

 

I and E working together 

1. When using I and E to make the “ee” sound I comes before E – brief, grief, 

sieve, field (remember I before except after C) 

2. When E comes before I it makes the “ay” sound – neighbour, weight 

3. Sometimes when I and E go together they sound like two different vowels 

– client, diet, client 

4. Just in case you forgot, I and make C sound like S 

 

Sight words  

Many words do not follow these rules, and are called sight words. Because they 

do not follow the normal rules, these must be memorized. Examples include the, 

are, and you. They are also sometimes called 'irregular words' or 'outlaw words'. 

Here are some more examples: 

 the, to, do, and who — These should have long vowel sounds because they 

are open syllables, like me and go. 

 what, was, and whom — These should have short vowel sounds because 

they are closed syllables, like sat and cot. 

 again, against, says and said — These should have long a sounds because 

of the ai vowel combination, like say and pain. 

 been — This should have a long e sound, like seen. 

In many words, the o says /short u/ instead of /short o/ or /long o/, as in of, from, 

son, month, front, some, love, other, money, and among.  
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4. Roots words and creating combinations 

I want you to take this part slowly but don’t be intimidated by it.  Remember how the 

alphabet represents sounds?  These sounds (made up in the alphabet) are put together 

and make meaning.  We speak or write to each other so we can communicate 

something and allow others to understand our thoughts.   So the alphabet and these 

sounds are put together to create meaning and here you begin to build words, ideas.  

Think of this like building blocks; one block next to another, next to another and soon 

you have a whole wall – words.   

Let us start building our wall.   

Prefixes (at the beginning)  + word root +  suffixes (at the end)  

WORD ROOT 

 These are the smallest units that form a word and can stand alone; each word 

needs a root.    

 Root is a word from which other words grow; usually by adding prefix or suffix  

 Words that can stand alone = FREE ROOT 

 Free root + free root  = COMPOUND ROOT (a word can have more than one free 

root) 

 Free roots do not have to be in the middle of the word; they can occur in the 

beginning, middle or end of the word.   

BOUND ROOT 

 Are roots that cannot stand alone but rely on a free root to make sense 

 Prefixes and suffixes are often bound roots  

 

Learning roots  

It may feel as if you are learning another language, bur English is made up of many 

languages.  Once you know these roots you will be able to spell longer and larger 

words.  Leaning these roots will also help you figure the meaning of word you may not 

have heard before so take it one step at a time and have fun discovering and 

inventing words.   

Here are a few roots to start with.  see how many words you can find in creating 

combinations with these units of meaning or roots.  Make a game of it and see that by 

putting the root words together you can make new words.  See if you can challenge 

your friends in finding or making up your own words.  

Root  Meaning 

arch chief, primary or 

first 
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archaeo ancient/primitive 

aster/astra star 

audi hear 

bene good/well 

bio life 

Biblio book 

brev short 

chloro green 

chrono time 

cine, kine movement 

derm skin 

dic/dict speak 

fer carry 

fix fasten 

gen birth 

geo earth 

Graph or gram write 

hemo blood 

herb plants 

hydro water 

hyper over, above, 

excess 

hypno sleep 

jur/just law 

Lex word 

log/logue word/thought 

mania mad, crazy, 

obsession 

manu hand 

mega Large or excessive  

meta Besides, after, later, 

beyond 

meter measure 

micro small 

neg no 

neo new 

ocu eye 

olig few 

op/oper work 

osteo bone 

path Feeling or emotion 

ped child 

phil love 

phys body/nature 

pod foot 

Polis. Pol City or government 
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proto first 

pseudo false 

scrib/script write 

Scope To watch or to see 

sect cut 

sol alone or sun 

struct build 

tact touch 

tele far off 

ter/terr earth 

theo god 

thermo or them Heat or hot 

vac empty 

ver truth 

verb word 

vid/vis See 

 zoo animal 

 

There are many more roots you will learn over time; it takes time to learn any language.  

By using these roots you can make combination:  

 auto(self)+bio(life)+graphy(write)= writing about your life (autobiography) 

 tele (far)+phone(hear)= to hear far (telephone) 

 zoo(animal)+ology(study of)= study of animals (zoology)  

 

Using these roots you can create many words; even the long intimidating words can be 

simply created and learned in this way.   

You can then add bound roots (prefixes and suffixes) to your roots and you can start to 

create new words.  you can give gender to words, give tense, make the negative of 

words and give an impression of time using prefixes and suffixes so have with them.   

Let me show you what I mean: take the word account 

 change tense: account (present tense) > accounted (past tense) 

 change part of speech: accounts (verb) >accountant (noun) 

 giving form to a word: accountant  

Lets try something with the word capitalism 

Capit (head - root) +al (suffix – bound root) = capital (most important) and (adjective) 

 

What about audio 
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 create a new word: audio (hear) +ology(the study of) =audiology (the study of 

hearing) 

 a root can have both a prefix and suffix added: in+audio+able = inaudible (not 

able to be heard)  

in the next chapters we will look at prefixes and suffixes.  Remember that when you put, 

roots together and then add prefixes or suffices you can have a lot of fun creating 

countless number of words.  this is a great way of expanding your vocabulary.    

  



Mzansi Spelling Bee 

17 
One word at a time, One child at a time 

5. Prefixes (pre = before)  

A prefix is a group of words at the beginning of words.   

There are three types of prefixes:  

1. RELATIONAL (how relationship in space),  

a. Temporal uses (indicate time)  

ante-.‘away.’  

.‘neo.’-new.  

Paleo-.‘old.’  

Proto-.‘first 

 

b. Intensive uses (show degree or intensity; very, strongly, very strongly) 

 

2. NEGATIVE (attach the negative or not to the root word they attach to)  

 an-,  

 dis-,  

 in-,  

 non-, 

 un 

 

3. NUMERICAL (they give number or amount to the root word they are 

attached to)  

 di-, dich-, poly-, hemi, semi-, cent-, tetra, mono, multi 

A word may have more than one prefix and can be have multiple prefixes.   

List of Prefixes  

PREFIX MEANING PREFIX MEANING 

ad- to/toward meta- beyond 

ambi- both milli- thousand 

ante- before mis- bad 

auto- self mono- single 

centi- hundred nano- billion 

circum- around neo- new 

con- with omni- all 
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de- from/down per- throughout 

deci- ten peri- all around 

di- two poly- many 

dis- opposite post- after 

ex- out pre- before 

hetero- different pro- forward 

homo- same re- again 

hyper- over retro- back 

hypo- too little sub- under 

in- not or very super- more than 

inter- between  syn- together 

intra- within trans- across 

macro- large un- not 

micro- small 

 

Try this:  

Take any word on your list and see if a prefix can fit with it to make a new meaning.  

Some will make sense will others will not.   

Let’s take a word like phone and add a prefix to it  

Micro + phone =microphone  

 

You can take a lot of words and make longer words just by adding a prefix to it  
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6. Suffixes (they go at the end of words)  

Suffixes are words that go at the end of words.  They are words that cannot stand 

alone.  Suffixes will tend to change words from one part of speech to another and can 

give a gender to a word – actor –actress  

When adding suffixes to a root word it can be changed to a verb, noun, adjective or 

adverb and change the meaning of the word.   Verb (reach) – adjective (reachable)   

Suffixes can extend the meaning of the root word- root word psycho (meaning head) + 

ology (suffix meaning the study of) = psychology (the study of the mind)  

 Suffixes that show gender: -er, -or, -ess, -ix 

 Suffixes that show number: -s, -ies, -es, -le, -ule 

 Suffixes that show tense: -ed, -en, -ing,-s 

 

Noun forming Suffixes  

Suffix Meaning Suffix Meaning 

1. Age Belong to 2. Ance State of being 

3. Ant Thing or one who 4. Ar Relating to or like 

5. Ary Relating to 6. Ence State, fact, quality 

7. Ent Fact 8. Ic Having the nature 

or like 

9. Ine Nature of feminine 

ending 

10. Ion, tion, 

ation 

Being, the result of 

11. Ism Action, condition 12. Ist  One who  

13. Ive Belonging to, quality 

of 

14. Ment A means, product,  

15. Or Person or thing that 16. Cry Place for 

17. Ty Condition of 18. Y Creates abstract 

noun 

 

Adjective creating suffixes  

1. Able Capable of being 2. Al Suitable for 

3. Once State of being 4. Ant Thing, one who 

5. Ar Relating to, like 6. Ary Relating to, like 

7. Ate To become 

associated with 

8. Ent  To form 

9. Ial Function 10. Ible Capable of being 

11. Ic Like, having the 

nature of 

12. Ine Nature of feminine 

ending 

13. Ive Belonging to, 

quality of 

14. Ous Characterised by, 

having quality  
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Adverb creating suffixes  

1. Ic Having nature of 2. Ly Like, to extent of 

 

Verb creating suffixes  

1. Ate To become 

associated with 

2. Fy Make, do 

3. Ise, ize To become like   

 

Rules with Suffixes  

1. Dropping the E: 

 Drop E when adding a suffix starting with a vowel (a,e,I,o,u) – hope + ing 

=hoping 

 Don’t drop E when adding a suffix starting with a consonant – 

like+ness=likenes 

2. Changing Y to I  

 Change Y to I when adding a suffix unless the suffix starts with I – 

Defy+ance =defiance (y becomes i.)  

Copy+ing= copying (y does not change)  

3. Double the L or T in words with more than one syllables when adding a syllable.  

4. Double the final consonant  

 Double the final consonant when adding a consonant if  

1. The suffix has a single vowel followed by a consonant 

2. The consonant at the end of the word ends a one syllable word.   

Stop+ing=stopping 

Admit+ing=admitting 

NOTE: do not double the consonant if it comes after double vowels. 

Shout+ing= shouting 

Leaf+y=leafy 

Fool+ish= foolish 

 

  



Mzansi Spelling Bee 

21 
One word at a time, One child at a time 

 

7. Plurals 

It is important to know how a word changes when in it becomes a plural.  Plural is when 

you have more than one – used to describe many of a thing.  When we make a word a 

plural it can sometimes change how it is spelled.  

Nouns  

 Add S to the end of the word 

Snake – snakes or balloon – balloons 

 Words that end in x, ch or s  make plural by adding es  

Box –boxes or match –matches or kiss –kisses   

 Some nouns however change the entire word when they become plural (see if 

you can think of more) 

Baby – babies 

Man – men  

Person – people  

Goose – geese  

Mouse – mice  

 Other nouns remain the same when describing one or many (can you think of 

more?) 

One wish – many fish 

One deer – many deer 

Plural of Latin or Greek words (this is not for all cases of Latin or Greek work but these are 

common and useful to know)  

 more than one nucleus=nuclei 

 more than one syllabus=syllabi 

 more than one focus=foci 

 more than one fungus=fungi 

 more than one cactus=cacti (cactuses is acceptable) 

 more than thesis=theses 

 more than one crisis=crises 

 more than one phenomenon=phenomena 

 more than one index=indices (indexes is acceptable) 

 more than one appendix=appendices (appendixes is acceptable) 

 more than one criterion=criteria 

A handful of nouns appear to be plural in form but take a singular verb: 

 The news is bad. 
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 Gymnastics is fun to watch. 

 Economics/mathematics/statistics is said to be difficult. (“Economics” can be 

sometimes be a plural concept, as in “The economics of the situation demands 

that…..”) 

Numerical expressions are usually singular, but can be plural if the individuals within a 

numerical group are acting individually: 

 Fifty thousand dollars is a lot of money. 

 One-half of the faculty is retiring this summer. 

 One half of the faculties have doctorates. 

 Fifty percent of the students have voted already. 

And another handful of nouns might seem to be singular in nature but take a plural 

form and always use a plural verb: 

 My pants are torn. (Nowadays you will sometimes see this word as a singular 

“pant” [meaning one pair of pants] especially in clothing ads, but most writers 

would regard that as an affectation.) 

 Her scissors were stolen. 

 The glasses have slipped down his nose again. 
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8. Homophones   

Homo (same) + phone (sound) = sound the same 

There are words that sound the same but are spelled differently and have different 

meanings and origins.  You may be asked to spell a word that sounds like another word 

and when this is the case don’t be shy to ask for the meaning or origin of a word so you 

can spell the right word.  

Here is a list of homophones for junior and senior spellers  

Homophones for honey bees (junior spellers)   

1. wrote Rote 2. air Heir 

3. whale Wail 4. rough Ruff 

5. weather Whether 6. size Sighs 

7. bruise  Brews 8. least Leased 

9. choose Chews 10. cereal Serial 

11. chance Chants 12. sword Soared 

13. whining Wining 14. choir Quire 

15. axle Axel 16. Bazaar Bizarre 

17. Patience Patients 18. Boulder Bolder 

19. Breech Breach 20. Capital Capitol 

21. Caste Cast 22. Cellar Seller 

23. Assent Ascent 24. Chord Cord 

25. Dew Due 26. Effect Affect 

27. Entrance Entrants 28. Ferry Fairy  

29. Leech Leach 30. Meddle Medal 

31. Marry Merry 32. Perish Parish 

33. Seen Scene 34. Vale Veil 

35. Bey Bay 36. Flue Flew 

37. Sachet Sashay 38. Sane Seine  

 

Homophones for bumble bees and drones (middle and senior spellers)  

1. Ceiling Sealing 2. Pearl Purl 

3. Aisle Isle 4. Insure Ensure 

5. Sunny Sonny 6. Profit Prophet 

7. Prior Prier 8. Cheep Cheap 

9. Discreet Discrete 10. Reign Rain 

11. Baste Based 12. Faro Pharaoh 

13. Gait Gate 14. Hangar Hanger  

15. Lute Loot 16. Navel Naval 

17. Quarts Quartz 18. Plaited Plated  

19. Reek Wreak 20. Seer Sear 
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9. Tricky words  

 

Now let us look at those rule breaking trickster you will find along the way.  These are the 

words most likely to trip you because they break rules, make their own rules or have 

combinations that are not usual.   

Take every word as a trick work.  The easy ones are as simple as they sound to you so 

keep them simple.  The long ones want you to take your time.  The trick words are there 

to make this spelling bee fun.   

 

How to deal with words that may trip you up.  

1. Make sure you are saying the word right.  Pronouncing a word right may be the 

difference between spelling it correctly or not.  

2. Break the word down.  Use what you know about roots, prefixes, suffixes, spelling 

rules and then try spell the word.  Take you time and think it over first.  

3. Always ask for a definition and for the word to be used in context so that you 

understanding the meaning of the word.   

 

Honey bee list of trick words (junior words)  

Believe  Breathe  Breath Broccoli  Calendar  

Caribbean  Cemetery  Occasion  parallel Defendant  

Definite  Desperate  Dilemma Disappear  Disappoint  

Dumbbell  Embarrass  Exercise  Fiery  Grammar  

Pastime Harass  Height Incredible  Independently  

Infinite  Lavender  Marshmallow  Millennium  Mischief  

Missile  Misspell Necessary  Parliament  Prejudice  

Raspberry  Recommend  Refrigerator  Renown  Rhythm  

Receive  Sandal  Savvy  Seize  Sensible  

Separate  Similar  Tariff  Tongue Until  

 

Bumble bee list of trick words (middle kids)  

Handkerchief Consensus Dalmatian Miniature Mischievous  

Pharaoh  privilege  Pursue  Receipt  Siege  

Tragedy  Vicious  Vacuum  Tyrant  Sheriff  

Accidentally  Accommodate  Accumulate  Acquire  Amateur  

Camouflage  Cartilage  Congratulations  Deterrence  Dissipate  

Drunkenness  Ecstasy  Exhalation  Existence  Hypocrisy  

Immediate  Inadvertent  Incidentally  Inoculate  Irresistible  

Occurrence  Presumptuous  Threshold  Sorcerer Sergeant  
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Drone list of trick words (senior spellers)  

Accordion  Acquaintance  Acquit  Desiccate  Commemorate  

Diorama Fahrenheit  Liaison  Lieutenant  Miscellaneous  

Misogyny  Odyssey  Playwright  Pronunciation  Ridiculous  

Sacrilegious  Subpoena  Accountant  Fifty  Receive  
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10. Etymology: Language origin 

Who do you look like?  Just like you have recognisable parts from one or both of your 

parents, words have parts of them that are born from other words and languages.   No 

single language of the world can claim to be pure or untouched by another.  As you 

learn to spell English words it is can be useful to know something about the parent 

language a word originated from.    

Languages are always changing, growing and evolving.  As people change and 

society change so too language and words change.  If you could go back in time say 

500 years, the English you would find would be like a totally different language.  Think 

about it, today Shakespeare’s language sounds like a different language.   

Languages have rules, patterns and traits that will help you learn to spell a word.  In this 

book we will go through some of the histories of words and try to uncover the rules and 

patterns each language brings to the English language. 

 

Let us take a snap shot look at the roots of English and try to find the pattern and 

patterns left by the languages from which English is born. 

(Find lists of words from each language of origin in the word list in the word list)    

1. Words from Latin 

No language has been more influential in the development of advanced English 

vocabulary than Latin. There are two reasons for this. First, when the French conquered.  

England in 1066, their language was very similar to Latin, and French remained 

England’s official language for 200 years. Second, Latin was the language of culture, 

religion, education, and science in the Western world from the Middle Ages until 

relatively recently. It is still used today to name newly discovered species of plants and 

animals and to form some compound words in various scientific and technological 

fields.   

These are tips but please remember that every rule can be broken.  These are tricks but 

not rules to fix in stone.   

 

Tips for learning words form Latin  

1. Consonants in the middle of a word repeat – like rr in interrupt  

2. S sound is spelled SC - Latin ie. visceral, discern, discipline, susceptible, and 

corpuscle 

3. S sound followed by E sound – spelled with C and not S ie. exacerbate, access, 

adjacent, condolences, facetious, and necessary. 

4. The sound (ooze) is nearly always spelled with U in words from Latin.  It typically 

follows a d,j,r or s sound.   
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5. The letter K rarely appears in words from the Latin and the sound is represented 

with a C. ie canary, prosaic, canine, mediocre, Capricorn, cognition, ductile, 

incorruptible, vernacular, innocuous, and many other words on the list. 

6. The letter I is often used to connect two Latin words ie. Carnivore, pediform, 

herbivore.  I is used to connect root words (look in past chapter)  

7. The letter X often gets the pronunciation GZ in words from Latin (as in exacerbate 

and exuberant). 

 

2. Word from old English  

0ld English was the language spoken in Britain before the French arrived in 1066. If you 

could listen to a conversation in Old English, you would probably be scratching your 

head a lot. A few of the words would make sense, but most of them wouldn’t. Like 

plants and animals, languages evolve—keeping the things that they find useful, 

discarding others, and picking up new things along the way.  

Tips for words from Old English 

1. Old English likes to double consonants after short vowels, especially it is a stressed 

syllable.  quell, paddock, mattock, sallow, fennel, hassock, errand, barrow, 

kipper, and Wiccan   

2. The long (a) sound in Old English words is nearly always spelled with (ay).  Belay 

3. The long (e) at the end of an adjective or adverb from old English is nearly 

always spelled with (Y).  dreary, watery, windily, fiery, creepy, daily, stringy, 

timely, womanly, and chary. 

4. The long (O) at the end of words form the Old English is typically spelled (OW).  

sallow and barrow that English has  

5. When the syllable (sel) ends words form the English it is nearly always spelled (stle) 

with a silent (T).  gristle and nestle). 

6. Silent (gh) after a vowel is common in words from Old English, as in slaughter. 

(Silent gh) usually appears after (i) in words like plight  and nightingale, 

7. The vowel combination (oa) in words from Old English is nearly always 

pronounced as long (o) as in loam and goatee.  shoal, boastful, and gloaming. 

 

3. Words from Greek 

English gets an important part of its vocabulary from the language of ancient Greece. 

Classical Greek, as it is called, is quite different from but closely related to the language 

spoken in Greece today. The ancient Greeks provided the foundation for many 

important ways of looking at the world and for living in society that are still important 

today; that is one reason their language has remained so influential. It is still used today, 

for example, when scientists need a word to describe something newly created or 

discovered. 

 

 

Tips for words from Greek 
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1. The K sound is usually spelled CH. anachronism, arachnid, character, chronic, 

chronology, dichotomy, hierarchy, matriarch, melancholy, notochord, patriarch, 

synchronous, and tachometer.   

2. The Y sound is often spelled with I. acronym, calypso, cryptic, cynical, dyslexia, 

eponym, homonym, myriad, Olympian, polymer, symbiosis, synchronous, synergy, 

synonym, synopsis, and syntax. 

3. The I sound in words from Greek is often spelled with Y, more so after H (be care 

full when I becomes y and y becomes i).  Hydraulic, hydrology, hygiene, 

hyperbole, hyphen, hypothesis, cynosure, dynamic, pyre, and xylophone. 

4. 2500 years ago the Greeks did not have F and used Ph to make the F sound. 

amphibious, apostrophe, cacophony, diphthong, epiphany, euphemism, 

hyphen, metamorphosis, metaphor, periphery, phenomenon, philanthropy, 

philately, philhellenism, spherical, topography, xylophone 

5. The J sound is spelled with G in words form the Greek ( look at chapter on 

spelling rules)  

6. The letter O is usually used to connect Greek words ( remember how I is used to 

link words from words from Latin) 

7. The long vowel e is sometimes found in words form the Greek 

 

 

4. Words from the French  

In 1066 Britain was conquered by France and the French of the Middle Ages- a direct 

offshoot of Latin was widely spoken in the British Isles.  The English language we speak 

today was not fully settled and English got many of its words from French and via 

Germinic routes.  The English language has a vast vocabulary because it has many 

roots providing over lapping meaning for many things.     

Today, words with French ancestry are everywhere in English.  Our pronunciation of 

vowels and consonants is quite different from the modern French of today, but there 

are many consistent spelling patterns that can help us make educated guesses about 

how to spell words that come from French. 

 

Tips for words from French 

1. (Sh) sound is almost always spelled with (ch). Chagrin, chauvinism, and crochet  

2. When the (sh) sound happens at the end of a French word it will likely be 

followed by a silent (e). quiche and gauche 

3. A word ending with a stresses (et) is usually spelled (ette). croquette and layette 

4. The long sound (à) at the end of a word from the French can be spelled in a 

number of ways, the most common being (et). cachet, crochet, and croquet 

5. The long (a) at the end of a word from French is spelled with (er). dossier and 

foyer. 

6. The long sound (e) can be spelled with (ie). Prairie and sortie   

7. Words ending in the (zh) sound are common in French and are spelled with 

(age. collage, mirage, dressage, garage, barrage, camouflage, entourage, and 

fuselage 

8. The (K) sound at the end of words from French are often spelled with que.  

mystique, boutique, and physique. 
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9. The sound (u) is an rouge is usually spelled with (ou) but can be careful of words 

like tutu or ecru where it is spelled with a (U) 

10. Words ending in (d) sound are common in French and the sound is spelled (ade). 

Fusillade 

 

5. Words from Italian 

English vocabulary owes Italian a big debt in two ways: music and food. During the 17th 

century, when the idea of giving some instructions to performers of musical scores first 

started catching on, many of the important composers were Italian—and it was natural 

for them to use their own language.  The result is that the standard terms for musical 

expression today are Italian. Many Italian food terms made their way into English, who 

does not love pizza or a good bowls of spaghetti?   

 

Tips for words from Italian 

1. The long E at the end of words form Italian is spelled I. confetti, graffiti, zucchini 

2. The SH sound is usually not found in words from Italina – it will be spelled sc 

(crescendo and prosciutto) or ch (charlatan and pistachio) 

3. The K sound is often spelled with C when following A or O.  staccato, stucco 

4. The double Z (zz) sound of common in words form Italina and is pronounce TS. 

paparazzo, mozzarella, pizzicato, 

 

6. Words form Spanish 

England and Spain had some opportunities for word exchanges through war and trade. 

The real crossroads for 

Spanish and English, however, has been North America, starting as early as the 15th 

century when Spanish explorers 

 

Tips for words from Spanish 

1. The k sound is often spelled QU when followed by a long e, long a and shirt i in 

words from Spanish 

2. The c sound is often spelled with K when followed by short a in words from 

Spanish. flamenco 

 

 

7. Words from German 

English and German are in the same language family, and because of that you might 

expect that they would sound more like each other than they do! While many words of 

German origin in English have some tell-tale signs, others have been anglicized (made 

to look and sound more English). Therefore, you might not know at first glance where 

they came from. 

 

Barrowed words from German tend to look more like English because since they were 

borrowed, German has also evolved and change.  This is like children who share a 

mother but grow up in different places; they may grow up to seem like total strangers 

but there will always be a thread of similarity.   

 

Tips for spelling words from German 
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1.  Words from German have clusters of consonants; don’t be intimidated by these.  

Ngst in angst or nschl in Anschluss 

2. The K sound in words form German is spelled K (kitsch) at the beginning of a 

word or syllable and CK at the end of a word (knapsack) 

3. The long I sound is spelled ei in words from the German (look again at the I and E 

rules) 

4. The long E sound in words form German is spelled ie in words from German. 

glockenspiel. (so be very careful with your I and E when spelling words from the 

German)  

5. Like in Afrikaans the F sound in words form German is spelled with a V. 

6. Again like in Afrikaans the letter W is pronounced as V in words from German 

7. The Z sound is common in words form German.  When Z follows T is is pronounced 

S in words from German. spritz, pretzel  

8. The Sh sound in word from German is usually spelled sch 

 

8. Words from Dutch  

Dutch, German and English are all from the same language family.  You will notice that 

Afrikaans which is one of South African’s national languages also has its roots in Dutch.   

 

Let us get out of Europe for now and explore influences of the English language in other 

parts of the world.  English may have been born in England but it continues to change, 

grow and be influenced by languages around the word as people use it and adapt it 

to serve their particular needs.   

 

9. Words from Asian languages 

When English-speaking people—mainly the British—began to trade with the Indian 

subcontinent and the Far East, it was necessary to find words for many things never 

before encountered, whether foods, plants, animals, clothing, or events. Many words 

that were borrowed from Asian languages as a result of trade have become well 

established in English, and the process continues today. It is difficult to find reliable 

patterns to help you spell these words because they were borrowed at different times 

by different people. 

 

10. Words from Japanese 

Japanese is a relative latecomer among the languages that have influenced English.  

Recently borrowed words are spelled more consistently than are those from languages 

that English has been borrowing from for centuries. Keep in mind that the Japanese 

writing system uses symbols for words, so English words from Japanese are written with 

the Roman alphabet according to the way the words sound. 

 

1. The sound long e is often found in words form Japanese and often spelled with I. 

sushi, teriyaki, wasabi, Meiji,  

2. The sound e is spelled just using e in words form Japanese. karate and karaoke. 

3. The long a sound is often spelled ei is words from Japanese geisha 

4. The long O sound at the end of words form Japanese is spelled simply with O. 

honcho, mikado, sumo, and miso. 

 

11. Words from the America 
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European explorers found a whole word with distinct languages and vocabularies when 

they landed in the Americas.  These languages provided a context and labels for the 

new comers.  Many words where borrowed from the indigenous languages while some 

were anglicised to fit the new comers.   

 

 

12. Words form Arabic 

Words from Arabic have come into English in different ways. In these instances, Arabic 

had a name for something that was either unknown in English or lacked a name. The 

more frequent route of 

Arabic words into English was in previous eras, often traveling through other languages 

on the way. For that 

reason the spelling of Arabic words in English is not consistent,  

 

Tips for Arabic words 

1. Notice the double consonant, often in the middle of the word.  mummy, cotton, 

henna, foggara, coffle, tarragon 

2. A typical word from Arabic has three consonant sounds, with or without vowels 

between them. Gazelle, safari, talc, carafe, mahal, tahini, alkali, hafiz, and 

salaam are typical examples. 

3. A long e sound at the end of a word from Arabic is often spelled with i as in safari 

and several other words on the list but may also be spelled with y as in mummy 

and alchemy. 

 

13. Word from South Africa  

English was introduced to South Africa with the arrival of 4000 settlers to the Cape in 

1820.  As more settlers came to the Cape colony and then moved further in land they 

began to be influence by the Dutch which later evolved to Afrikaans, Nguni and to a 

lesser extend Sotho languages.  South African English has changed and evolved as it 

accommodated the myriad of languages in South Africa.  South African English is a 

result of the indigenous people also grappling with the language and includes parts of 

the indigenous languages and Afrikaans.  

 

Tips of spelling South African English 

1.  Learn the basics of African phonetics, start with AEIOU and then add a 

consonant to make a different sound like ba, be, bi, bo, bu and lean to play with 

the combinations and you will soon be able to spell many words.  

2. Learn to pronounce the word as you will often spell the word as you say it.  

Vuvuzela 

3. There are many Afrikaans and Zulu influences on the words so if you know those 

languages or the basics then look to them to help you make an educated guess 

of the spelling.    
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11. Homophones   

Homo (same) + phone (sound) = sound the same 

There are words that sound the same but are spelled differently and have different 

meanings and origins.  You may be asked to spell a word that sounds like another word 

and when this is the case don’t be shy to ask for the meaning or origin of a word so you 

can spell the right word.  

Here is a list of homophones for junior and senior spellers  

Homophones for Honey bees   

39. wrote Rote 40. air Heir 

41. whale Wail 42. rough Ruff 

43. weather Whether 44. size Sighs 

45. bruise  Brews 46. least Leased 

47. choose Chews 48. cereal Serial 

49. chance Chants 50. sword Soared 

51. whining Wining 52. choir Quire 

53. axle Axel 54. Bazaar Bizarre 

55. Patience Patients 56. Boulder Bolder 

57. Breech Breach 58. Capital Capitol 

59. Caste Cast 60. Cellar Seller 

61. Assent Ascent 62. Chord Cord 

63. Dew Due 64. Effect Affect 

65. Entrance Entrants 66. Ferry Fairy  

67. Leech Leach 68. Meddle Medal 

69. Marry Merry 70. Perish Parish 

71. Seen Scene 72. Vale Veil 

73. Bey Bay 74. Flue Flew 

75. Sachet Sashay 76. Sane Seine  

 

Homophones for bumble bees and drones  

21. Ceiling Sealing 22. Pearl Purl 

23. Aisle Isle 24. Insure Ensure 

25. Sunny Sonny 26. Profit Prophet 

27. Prior Prier 28. Cheep Cheap 

29. Discreet Discrete 30. Reign Rain 

31. Baste Based 32. Faro Pharaoh 

33. Gait Gate 34. Hangar Hanger  

35. Lute Loot 36. Navel Naval 

37. Quarts Quartz 38. Plaited Plated  

39. Reek Wreak 40. Seer Sear 

41. Stationary Stationery 42. Urn earn 
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Part II: 2016 Mzansi Spelling Bee  

Word nerd, you are now read to take on and defeat the dragon.  The next section of 

the word book is the main word list for you to use to prepare for the 2016 Mzansi Spelling 

Bee.  All the words in the book as well as any challenge words may be asked of you.  

You need to prepare widely; read as much as you can, play with words and make 

words your friends.  Use the tools in the first section as your weapons, your maps and 

secret codes to help you deal with any word you will get.   

 

Remember to study words in your sections.  Honey bees (ages 9 – 11) need only learn 

honey bee words.  Bumble bees (ages 12- 14), must learn words from the honey bee 

and bumble bee sections.  Finally, Drones (ages 15 -17) must study words from all the 

given sections.    

Good Luck Spellers.  

 

The Following sections are for all spellers; honey bees, bumble bees and drones.   

 

African Countries 

Algeria  Madeira  Morocco  Libya  

Burkina Faso Benin  Botswana  Malawi  

Cape Verde  Cameroon  Canary islands  Tanzania  

Djibouti  Equatorial guinea  Congo  Mali  

Ethiopia  Ghana  Eritrea  Nigeria  

Kenya  Liberia  Guinea-Bissau Senegal  

Madagascar  Seychelles  Mozambique  Namibia  

Angola  Togo  Mauritius  Rwanda  

Burundi  Zambia  Niger  Azania  

Chad  Mauritania  Sierra Leone  Swaziland  

Egypt  Reunion  Sudan   

Gabon  Somalia  Uganda   
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Lesotho  Tunisia  Zimbabwe   

 

 

Countries and Continents around the World 

Africa  Hawaii  Japan Australia  

Belgium  Chile  China Germany  

Jamaica  Holland  Austria Indonesia  

Venezuela  Colombia  Lebanon  Cambodia  

Argentina  Bangladesh  Mexico  Malaysia  

Iran  Israel  Bolivia  France  

Norway  Palau  Kuwait  Spain  

Turkey  Ukraine  Singapore  Australasia  

Kazakhstan  Burma  Uruguay  Philippines  

Bengal  Syria  Russia  Europe  

Brazil  Australasia  Asia  America  

 

 

African Capital Cities 

Windhoek Tunis Praia Nairobi 

Monrovia Mogadishu Lusaka Mbabane 

Luanda Kigali Kampala Tshwane 

Bujumbura Brazzaville Addis Ababa Djibouti 

Antananarivo Gaborone Kinshasa Abuja 
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World Currencies 

Kwanza Maluti Nakfa Cedi 

Shilling Ariarian  Ouguiya Naira 

Dobra Lilangeni  Metical  Dollar  

Mark  Dinheiro  Escudo  Franc  

Peso  Pound  Euro  Pula  

Kwacha  Yen  Rupee  dirham 

 

African Rivers 

Cuanza or 

kwanza 

Kafue Tugela Swakop river 

Okavango Luangwa Kunene Mbomou 

Kasani Kagera Sankarani Volta 

Oteghlli river Bou reg reg Limpopo river Nile river 

Niger river Hartebeest river Juskei river  Orange river  

Luangwa river Amazon river Vaal river  Tugela river  

The Ganges Umfolozi river Olifants river  The thames  

Crocodile river Zambezi river  Mzimvubu river  Buffels river 

Congo river Okavango river    

 

Names of Trees 

Palm tree Oak tree Cherry tree dogwood 

Pine tree Maple tree Date tree Beech  

Buckwheat tree Elderberry  Eucalyptus  Sycamore  

Grape vine Birch  Baobab  Willow  

Aloe  Catton tree Cedar  Cork tree 

Jacaranda  Maple tree    
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African Mountains 

Drakensburg  Magaliesburg  Steenkamsburg  The Andes  

Amatola 

mountains 

Witwatersrand  Hindu Kush  The Rockies  

Winterhoek  Tsitsikama 

mountains  

The Karakoram Lebombo 

mountains 

Blouberg  The Himalaya  The Andes  The Rockies  

Modimolle    

 

Months and Seasons of the Year 

January  June  November  Spring  

February  July  December  May  

March  August  Summer  October  

April  September  Winter  Autumn  

 

Horoscopes 

Libra  Taurus  Cancer  Gemini  

Virgo  Sagittarius  Leo  Scorpio  

Capricorn  Pisces    

 

Religions and Faiths  

Christianity Catholic Anglican Islam 

Judaism Hindu Jainism Rastafarian 

Pentecostal Zionism Shinto Scientology 

Sikhism Behai Zen Protestants 

Voodoo Wiccan Amish Baptist  
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Hare Krishna Confucianism Zionist Atheist  

Ganesh Maya Ram Buddha  

Kali Shakti Shiva Vishnu 

Kurma Krishna Amun Anubis 

Bast Geb Sekmet Heket 

Sobek Tefnut Apollo Apollonian 

Hermes Cronus Psyche Zeus 

Demeter Gaea Hestia Eros 

Aphrodite Nike Poseidon Hera 

Neptune Athena   

 

Mathematics 

Square  Round  Cylindrical  Rhombus  

Hexagon  Half  Triplet  Quadruplet  

Octagon  Triangle  Fractions  Radius  

Tangent  Trigonometry  Geometry  Circumference  

Gradient  Quadrilateral  Polygon  Denominator  

Number  Numerator  Multiplication  Plus  

Variable  Sequence  Data  Pattern  

Rectangle  Diameter  Subtraction  Substitution  

Parallelogram  Equate  Graph  

 

Science Words (honey bees and bumble bees) 

Calculus Dynamic Membrane Node 

Petal Mitosis Meiosis Symbiotic 

Diffusion Botanical Deciduous Vitamin 

Oxygen Carbon Dioxide Bark Cumulonimbus 
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Pollen Magnetic Meter Uranium 

Centimeter Kilowatts Seismic Hurts 

Phosphorus Atom Matter Water 

Evaporation Irrigation Magnesium Ammonia 

Calcium Genome Internode Style 

Hammer Stone Anthropologist Bipedal Archaeologist 

Excavation Artifacts Radioactive Radiocarbon 

Zooarchaeologist Asteroid Intergalactic Satellite 

 

Science Words (drones ) 

Hominid Homoeractus Neanderthal Stratigraphy 

Paleontologist Ethnoarchaeologist  Paleothic Mesolithic 

Neolithic Ethnomethodology Supernova  Anaesthesiolog

y 

Anthropobiology Astrometeorology Barodynamics Catacoustics 

Noxious Helioseismology Iatromathematic

s 

Kinetics 

Labeorphily Thermodynamics Melittology Ophthalmology 

Orthoepy Paidonosology Phrenology Lexicology 

Physiology Rhochrematics Taxidermy  

Xylography    

 

 

Weather and the Planets 

Blizzard  Cloudy  Humidity  Avalanche  

Precipitation  Temperature  Frost  Pluto  

Jupiter  Star  Rain  Degree  
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Hurricane  Air-conditioning  Rainbow  Tornado  

Tectonic  Mars  Saturn  Asteroid  

Chill  Flood  Lightning  Dew  

Season  Volcano  Tsunami  Venus  

Neptune  Mateo  Heat  Forecast  

Meteorologist  Breeze  Shower  Gravity  

Ultraviolet  Sun  Uranus  Stalactite  

Celsius  Hail  Mercury  Boiling  

 

Colours 

Red  Silver  Amber  Black  

Mauve  Aquamarine  Violet  Mahogany  

Yellow  Gold  Green  Blue  

Lavender  Azure  Pink  Beige  

Turquoise  Copper  Navy  Indigo  

White  Cerise  Scarlet  Maroon  

Hazel  Purple  Olive  Brown  

Coral  Grey    

 

 

The Body 

Arm  Fingers  Wrinkle  Vision  

Virus  Spinal  Elbow  Toes  

Buttocks  Forehead  Molar  Thorax  

Appendix  Shoulder  Vertebra  Cornea  

Hip  Head  Hair  Lip  
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Taste  Hearing  Blood  Olfactory  

Ovaries  Brest  Heel  Fist  

Shoulder  Medulla  Oesophagus  Tonsils  

Knee  Respiratory  Eardrum  Brain  

Eyes  Teeth  Taste bud  Fibula  

Veins  Iris  Pancreas  Lung  

Phalange  Chin  Shin  Aorta  

Cuticle  Crania  Incisors  Automatic 

Nails  Leg  Ears  Curves  

Saliva  Clavicle  Abdominal  Diaphragm  

Kidney  Nose  Womb  Underarm  

Thighs  Umbilicus  Larynx  Cuticle  

Tibia  Knuckle    

 

Emotions and Feelings 

Love  Sad  Comradeship  Disheartened  

Pleasure  Abandoned  Rage  Infatuated  

Dread  Sincerity  Mellow  Mournful  

Terrified  Crazy  Weary  Denial  

Yearn  Tired  Jealous  Happy  

Lazy  Affectation  Confused  Positivity  

Hurt  Discourage  Dismissal  Anger  

Embarrassed  Sensual  Blue  Furious  

Grateful  Thrilled  Unhappy  Cynical  

Desire  Hostile  Gloomy  Puzzled  

Stubborn  Longing  Surprised  Pessimism  

Pity  Agitated  Alert  Insecure  

Resolved  Lively  Lovesick  Cocky  
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Confident  Trust  Upset  Delight  

Tense  Hostile  Calm  Pleased  

Relief  Ginger  Hate  Envy  

Optimistic  Playful  Humiliated  Adoration  

Remorse  Irate  Awed  Foolish  

Cold  Content  Tormented  Warm  

Zest  Giddy  Somber  Euphoric  

Hyperactive  Ecstatic  Dazed   

 

Music 

Harp  Saxophone  Glockenspiel  Soprano  

Xylophone  Harmonica  Flute  Reed  

Jazz  Diminuendo  Cellist  Volume  

Chorus  Whistle  Viola  Triangle  

Lute  Alto  Serenade  Harmony  

Piano  Cello  Country  Reggae  

Microphone  Vibration  Choir  Murmur  

Violin  Oboe  Composer  Ukulele  

Organ  Treble  Accordion  Orchestra  

Hymn  Acoustic  Dictaphone  Sound  

Beat  Drone  Gong  Tuba  

Conductor  Jembe  Pitch  Bass  

Song  Opera  Falsetto  Keyboard  

Headphone  Resonate  Canon  i-pod  

Duet  Vibrato  Cymbals  Anthem  

Quaver  Guitar  Rhythm  Mozart  

Carol  Semibreve  Beat box  Clarinet  

Concerto  Lullaby  Ensemble  Crescendo  
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Trumpet  Score  Synthesizer   

 

Animals 

Ape  Baboon  Flamingo  Spider  

Goat  Monkey  Giraffe  Insect  

Sheep  Fowl  Crocodile  Cockroach  

Cow  Bird  Shark  Ant  

Hog  Hibernation  Bear  Cat  

Lady bird  Rat  Doe  Hare  

Pony  Turtle  Chihuahua  Carnivore  

Antelope  Gorilla  Goose  Nesting  

Panda  Snake  Cheetah  Hamster  

Coyote  Alligator  Rhinoceros  Raccoon  

Lion  Mamba  Beetle  Python  

Quagga  Swan  Eggs  Kangaroo  

Dog  Leopard  Boar  Beaver  

Buffalo  Hyena  Hippopotamus  Impala  

Poodle  Parrot  Panther  Camel  

Herbivore  Butterfly  Joey  Anaconda  

Elephant  Cougar  Eland  Frog  

Mule  Springbok  Jackal  Lemma  

Horse  Elk    

 

 

Languages and parts of speech 

Verb  Participle  Colon  Vocabulary  
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Apostrophe  Finite  Question  Comma  

Noun  Predicate  Statement  Semicolon  

Clause  Hyphen  Object  Adjective  

Gerund  Exclamation  Pronouns  Phrase  

Speech  Summary  Subject  Conjunction  

Answer  Question  Plurals  Dash  

Preposition  Punctuate    

 

 

Food 

Aroma  Rose –marry  Banana  Cinnamon  

Legume  Veal  Bread  Plum  

Icing  Hake  Cooked  Cherries  

Rind  Sour  Custard  Glucose  

sadza Parsley  Pork  Curd  

Rhubarb  Lychee  Carrot  Thyme  

Strawberry  Saffron  Stock  Rusk  

Macaroon  Chillies  Chicken  Preserve  

Onion  Pith  Cardamom  Asparagus 

Fructose  Pomegranate  Coconut  Clementine  

Quince  Tomato  Maca Blackberry  

Pepper  Gravy  Raison  Steam  

Lamb  Ginger  Barley  Cider  

Braise  Turnip  Beetroot  Savour  

Cumin  Masala  Champagne  Kumquat  

Coriander  Tuna  Celery  Lettuce 

Beef  Cupcake  Naartjie  Capsicum  
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Vegetarian  Garlic  Couscous  Endive 

Cheese  Cloves  Cabbage  Seed  

Frosting  Bean  Yoghurt  Biryani  

Mandarin  Avocado  Spaghetti  Samoosa  

Croissant  Pineapple  Sushi  Mushrooms  

Broccoli Courgette Fennel Guava 

Nectarine Olive Quince Watercress 

Sardines Marjoram Harissa Oregano 

Kedgeree Tilapia  Plantain Sorghum,  

Cassava Berbere Aubergines  Okra 

Ackee Surinam Cherry Physalis  Tagine 

Chardonnay Fenugreek  Baharat  Za’atar 

Maheu  Atchedo Achar  Bobotie  

Injeera  Asafoetida  Chapati Himbasha 

Lahoh Poppadums Garam masala tatale 
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Honey Bee Word list  

Honey bees, if you have made it this far, you are almost there.   

This section of the 2016 Mzansi Spelling Bee word book is for honey bees.  Honey 

bees, bumble bees and drones must learn words from this section of the book.   

After this section, Honey bees you do not have to learn more words.  

 

Words from South Africa 

Abba  Bru  Soapies  Ayoba  

Bakkie  Biltong  Jersey  Eish  

Bunny chow  Bushveld  Café  Chow  

Goggo  Dorp  Shebeen  Jozi  

Bra  Robot  Donga  Kombi  

Cold drink  Sangoma  Eina  Apartheid  

Lekker  Pasop Sangoma  Pap  

Muthi  Homelands  Kwela  Khaya  

Rand  Durban  Inyanga  sarmie 

Taxi  Now-now  Kasie  Snoek  

Skinner  Madiba  Nappy  Tsotsi  

Toyitoyi  Sharp  Spaza  Rooibos  

Nca  Smokes  Vuvuzela  Mzansi  

Goboza  Mampara  Chomie  Kasi  

Dop  Vrot  Fundi  Mkhukhu  

Flog  Padkos  Dwaal  Kota  

Howzit  Ghetto  Zozo  Pavement  

Veld  Ubuntu  Laduma  Shame  

China  Samoosa  Braai   
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Words from Latin 

Tentative Perturb Tentative Stultify 

Renegade Modicum Conglomerate Debilitate  

Bibulous Avarice Atrocity Naïve 

Stipend Futile Taunt  Obvious  

Acumen  Rapport  Agenda  Dejected   

Adjacent  Cognition  Condolences  Crescent  

Omnivorous  Access  Plausible  Carnivore  

Candidate  Canary  Abdicate  exuberant 

Herbivore  Simile  Jovial  Alleviate  

Rupture  Retrospective  Vulnerable  Necessary  

Spectrum  Affinity  Primal  Imperative    

Corporal  Capricorn  Aquatic  Canine  

Opera  Nasal  Confidence  Unity  

Message  Measure  Gradient  Popularity  

Diary  Humble  Ridiculous  Current  

Innate  Discipline  Dissect  Refugee  

Lunatic  Science  Assembly  Library  

Reptile  Credible  Incorruptible  Necessary  

 

Words from Old English 

Embargo Sheriff  Record 

Pleat Meanwhile Honeydew Homesickness 

Heaven Honey suckle Hemisphere Headache 

Halloween Henchman Glimpse Greyhound 

Gangster Jigsaw Ginger bread  Goldie locks 
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Barrow  quell Keen  Fickle  

Whirlpool  cleanser sallow Gospel  

Nostril  fennel Abide  Mermaid  

Yield  tithe Quiver  Goatee  

Orchard  watery Fiend  Dairy  

Daily  creepy Stringy  Threshold  

Slaughter  linseed Nightingale  Workmanship  

Bookkeeping  dealership Learned  Mistletoe  

Manhandle  worrisome Heifer  Wiccan  

Timely  manufacture Womanly  Reckless  

Barley   earthenware Nestle  Learnt  

Hearth  Loam  Mongrel  Diary  

 

Words from Greek 

Octopi Eulogise Methods Episode 

Policies Parallel Apologies Ethnos 

Generous Dynamism Practice Epoch 

Dialogue Critical Problem Generate 

Climate Ironic Tactic Magic 

Economy Zeus Amen   Odyssey  

Eclectic  Antibiotic  Atlas  Octopus 

Academy  Dynamic  Hygiene  Etymology 

Hyphen  Metaphor  Orthodox  Melancholy 

Periphery  Homonym  Cosmetic  Synagogue 

Character  Megalopolis  Trauma  Stoic 

Synonym  Apostle   

 

Words from French 
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Taunt Café Cliché Clique 

Critique Entrée Faux Genre 

Panache Adversary Arrogant Artificial 

Abnormal Annual Asbestos Ascribe 

Anoint Assailant Assign Assignation 

Deluxe Access Acclimate Accomplice 

Baptise Manicure  Denim  Clementine  

Plateau  Tutu  Morgue  Debacle  

Motif  Boutique  Cuisine  Croquet  

Cachet  Fete  Vogue  Collage  

Ambulance  Caramel  Surveillance   

Elite   Gorgeous  Rouge  Garage  

Regime  Beige  Gateau  Finesse  

Stethoscope  Leotard  Physique  Camouflage  

Mayonnaise  Nougat  Denture  Quiche  

Foyer  Menu  Diplomat  Mirage  

 

Words from Italian 

Canoe Carpet Cartoon Corridor 

Dome Fiasco Indigo Madonna 

Miniature Parapet Republic Saloon 

Sketch Galleria  Piazza  Bandit  

Confetti  portfolio Graffiti   Malaria  

Cavalry  Spaghetti  Gondola  Volcano  

Cauliflower  Finale  Ballerina  Pesto  

Inferno  Paparazzo  Piccolo  Veranda 

Harpsichord  Influenza  Fiasco  Ravioli 

Salami  Mascara  Umbrella  Vendetta 
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Zucchini  Extravaganza  Zany   Ditto 

Semolina  Harmonica    

 

Words from Spanish 

Mosquito Rodeo Poncho Salsa 

Chocolate Coyote Barbecue Cargo  

Hurricane Loco Sombrero  Vanilla  

Patio  Fiesta  Anchovy  Chorizo  

Buffalo  Vigilante  Tornado  Bongo 

Alligator  Bonanza    

 

Words from German 

Fife Nosh fist Spare rib 

Hinterland Kitsch Kraut Plunder 

Reich Knapsack  Hamster  Zinc  

Angst  Nickel  Waltz  Hamburger  

Bagel  Pretzel  Glitz  Cobalt  

 

Words from Dutch 

Flounder Nudge Wicker Laager 

Kraal Sjambok Rondavel  Wildebeest 

Boulevard Flemish  Trigger  Blister  

Cockatoo  Waffle  Uproar  Yacht  

Caboose  Bluff  Floss  Bundle  

Tattle  Scum  Trek  Scrabble  

Rabbit  Screen  Etch   Ticket  
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Stripe  School  Snuff  Pickle  

Frolic  Excise  Guy  Decoy  

 

Words from Asia 

Ninja  Tofu  Sushi  Karate  

Wasabi  Guru  Jungle  Shampoo  

Karma  Typhoon  Samurai  Chutney  

Bamboo  Origami  Dungaree   

 

 

Words from Americas 

Quinoa Eskimo Hickory Moose 

Raccoon Avocado Chocolate Tamale 

Cocaine Cassava  Cashew  Totem  

Pecan  Hurricane  Coyote  Hickory  

 

Words from Arabic 

Adobe Lazurite Benzene Caraway 

Chemistry Coffee Harem Hashish 

Hummus Jah Cabbage Macabre 

Mafia Scarlet Sheikh Sucrose 

Tahini Mummy  Orange  Zero  

Sultan  Average  Safari  Sugar  

Apricot  Cotton  Henna  Halal  

Giraffe  Tariff  Alcohol  Mosque  

Lilac  Guitar  Magazine  Islamic  
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Hazard  Salaam  Mattress  Algebra 

Swahili   Massage  Tuna  Lemon 

Alfalfa     

 

Science words 

Calculus  Petal  Diffusion  Dynamic  

Mitosis  Botanical  Membrane  Deciduous  

Node  Symbiotic  Vitamin  Oxygen  

Pollen  Centimeter  Phosphorus  Evaporation  

Calcium  Hammer stone  Excavation  Asteroid  

Carbon dioxide  Magnetic  Kilowatts  Atom  

Irrigation  Genome  Anthropologist  Artifacts  

Satellite  Bark  Meter  Seismic  

Matter  Magnesium  Internode  Bipedal  

Radiocarbon  Intergalactic  Cumulonimbus  Uranium  

Hurts  Water  Ammonia  Style  

Archaeologist  Zooarchaeologist  Orbit   

 

 

Words from word of the day 

Geophage  Degenerate  Revolution  Remember  

Tribunal  Caucus  Humour  Gastronomic  

Relapse  Descend  Eloquent  Bibliophile  

Judgment  Nervous  Exuberance  Niche  

Decline  Rebel  Circumvent  Philologer  

Gazette  Trepidation  Paranoia  Paramedic  
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Synonym  Revolt  Retrospective  Logophile  

Constitutional  Princess  Pretentious  Methodology  

 

Criteria Pulpit Ballet Glossary 

Choreography Piratical Hierarchical Hieroglyphics 

Arsonists Repetition Technique Translation 

Parliament Prison President Negative 

Karma Memory Soldier Crucifix 

Architect Embedded Enlightenment Bullet 

Willow Rose Baobab Cactus 

Mahogany tulip Fern Midfield Goal keeper 

Officials Maiden Wicket Boundary 

Atlas Scout Mount Ceremony 

Savage Referee Queue Reluctance 

Inhuman Society Device Extraordinary 

Ordinary Flagship Adorn Conceal 

Maturation Smoothie Smooth Imaginative 

Glisten Diligent Pesky Pivot 

Thread Awe Scrawny Excel 

Microsoft Hardware Software Warehouse 

Dependent Orientation Wisdom Intelligence 

Intellect Rough Thorough Cool 

Pen Pencil Foil Television  

Coast Laptop Temporary Clock 

Trophy Amazing Bondage Colonial 

Contrary Balk Bow  Booing 

Cull Dwell Document Elated 

Earing Fancy Fortune Warning 
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Yank Yard Woeful Gorgeous 

Introvert Observing Sedate Prophecy 

Record Reputation Rectus Ruckus 

Improvise Postpone Desktop Wheel 

Profane Material Numeracy Numeric 

Monetary Namesake Numerical Introspect 

Generous Yodel Yoyo Yield 

Waste Fraud Fragments Evade 

Entry Donate Department Sanitation 

Police Traffic Avenue Stair 

Stare Counterfeit Complex Component 

Broach Bandit Outstanding Accommodate 

Bully Chalk Board Cull 

Flux Conceive Receive Deceive 

Depict Robbery Distance Crass 

Picture Perfect Glorify Evidence 

Eviction Keyboard Geography University 

Paraded Mississippi Building Automobile 

Cadott Painting Generation Evening 

Yesterday Gorgeous Wealthy Healthy 

Vacation Version Telephone Veteran 

Lukewarm Tumble Narrative Machinery 

Prop Professor Doctorate Sketch 

Conceal Ignorant Knowledge Violation 

Interesting Nerd Innovate Irritate 

Lofty Radical Helicopter Jovial 

Fumble Submerge Total Patriot 

Perhaps Recuperate Ruffian Salivate 
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Scribble Savings Bleach Solitaire 

Seize Quizzical Swell Taboo 

Periodic Romp Eager Glee 

Smile Irony Homophone Cellphone 

Anatomy Commotion Cunning Edge 

Turgid Fragments Generous Orbit 

Alignment Twitter Google Contemplate 

Layout Review Design References 

Insert Champions Frame Movie 

Characters Butterfly Shark Bruise 

Remote Martial Jaw Hart  

Heart Married Realistic Dawn 

Dusk Kellogg Basket Tennis 

Cheat Soccer Childish Eskimo 

Season Mental Frisbee  Freebie  

Boxer Challenge  Roux Earlobe  

Counter  Margin Feint Faint 

Customer Gear Random Folks 

Devine Intestine Future Figure 

Continue Creator Creation Loss 

Lose Loose Message Massage 

Uploading Off-ramp Application Concentrate 

Repossess Sci-Fi Antelope Comprehend  

Vivacious Correlation Qualms Wattage 

Shiatsu Lanai Enviable Hooligan 

Entrance Bombard Joust Leeway 

Trifle Sought Wren Taught 

Carriage Imbibe Talisman Disarray 
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14. Bumble Bee Word List 

Bumble bees, you are almost there.  This is your final section.  Have fun with the words.  

Some words are meant to trick you, others to improve your reading and others are on 

the list for you to enjoy.  Drones, you are soldier bees and I am confident in your ability 

with words.  Two more sections and you are through.   

This is a spelling bee, it is a spelling game and challenge so you will be challenged.  

Study beyond your own word lists and collect words because the final spelling bee will 

go beyond the book.   

 

South African English 

Platteland  Potjiekos  Puff adder Takkies  

Nkandla Sosatie  Stompie  Fynbos  

Lekgotla Frikkadel  Droewors  Bonsella  

izikhothane Bioscope  Koeksister  Naartjie  

Fong kong  Jawelnofine  Stoke  Piet-my-vrou 

Vet koek Shongololo    

 

Word from Latin 

Dirigible Impecunious Crepuscular Indefatigability 

Lucubration Perpetuate Turpitude Sacrosanct 

Simulacrum Rapprochement Pusillanimity Pulchritude 

Puerile Acumen Celibate Obsequious  

Ambivalent  Prodigal  Exacerbate  Incredulous  

Meticulous  Discern  Tertiary  Fastidious 

Ambiguity  Cognition  Commensurate  Participant 

Susceptible  Igneous  Omnipotent  Post mortem 
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Subterfuge  Incorruptible  Innocuous  Magnanimous 

Prosaic  Vernacular  Interrupt  Prescription 

Obstinate  Ubiquitous  Amicable  Ameliorate 

Filament  Perennial  Animosity  Mediocre 

Conjecture  Predicate  Electoral Corpuscle 

Femininity  Consensus  Formidable  Visceral 

Precocious  Incriminate  Gregarious  Soliloquy 

Prerogative  Alliteration  Benevolent  Renovate 

Credentials  Trajectory  Insidious  Exacerbate 

Precipitate  Bellicose  Prosecute Providence 

Ominous  Benefactor  Transect Condolences 

Impetuous  Precipice  Curriculum  

 

Words from Old English 

Flashback Foreshadow Frost beaten Friendship 

Endearment Embodiment Easter Earthquake 

Entrapment Embankment Dumbfounded Dashboard 

Daughter Disgruntled Drought Dragonfly 

Doughnut Deadlock Dessert Dribble 

Naught Doomsday Taught Counter 

clockwise 

Chalk board Cheer leader Cinderella Cobblestone 

Coastline Coattails Entrepreneur   

 

Word from Greek 

Diagnosis Sarcastic Idiosyncrasy Stigmatise 

Harmonisation Irony  Dichotomy  Synopsis  
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Homogeneous  Topography  Metamorphosis  Aristocracy  

Chronology  Matriarch  Asterisk  Didactic  

Hypothesis  Pragmatic  Sarcasm  Cryptic  

Apostrophe  Eulogy  Chronic  Philanthropy  

Endemic  Semantics  Hierarchy   Enthusiasm  

Hyperbole  Myriad  Cynical  Hydraulic  

Hypocrisy  Rhetoric  Phenomenon  Hydrology  

Dyslexia  Geode  Epiphany  Hygiene  

Geothermal  Euphemism  Agnostic  Gyroscope  

Cacophony  Periphery  Monotonous  Protagonist 

Lethargy  Paradox  Paradigm  Heresy 

Patriarch  Allegory  Arachnid  Thesis  

 

 

Words from French 

Blasé Café au lait Creme brulee Crème de la 

crème 

Déjà vu Dossier Eau de toilette Paux 

Faux pas Haute cuisine Lasses*faire Mardi gras 

Nouveau riche Vinaigrette Bordeaux Pacifism  

Layette  Altruism  Bureaucracy  Mascot  

Matinee  Mystique  Suave  Entourage  

Fatigue  Croquette  Physique  Escargot  

Genre  Doctrinaire  Flamboyant  Souvenir  

Croissants  Saboteur  Chauvinism  Repertoire  

Entourage  Lieutenant  Poignant  Rendezvous  

Fuselage  Expertise  Egalitarian  Renaissance  
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Words from Italian 

Influenza Vendetta Trampoline Tariff 

Sepia Mezzanine  Contraband  Parmesan  

Crescendo  Aria  Bambino  Scenario  

Concerto  Cameo  Sonata  Maestro  

Paparazzi  Prosciutto  Pistachio  Façade  

Parapet  Regatta  Antipasto   

 

Words from Spanish 

Incommunicado Armadillo Cannibal Caribbean 

Chipotle Flamenco  Pronto  Matador  

Embargo  Cafeteria  Argentina  Adios 

Tortilla  Nacho  Rodeo  Argentine 

Stampede  Salsa  Quesadilla  Crusade 

Cockroach  Machismo  Conquistador   

 

Words from German 

Anschluss Gesundheit Kindergarten Leitmotif 

Blitz Allegiance Angelophile Attachment 

Bankrupt Baroness  Rottweiler  Neanderthal 

Hinterland  Kitsch  Spare ribs Quartzite 

Autobahn  Glockenspiel  Spritz Weiner 

Gestapo  Strudel  Poltergeist Rucksack 

 

Word from Dutch 

Boer Brackish Brooklyn Buckwheat 
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Landscape  Elope Freight Mannequin 

Santa clause Measles  Beaker  Bicker  

Harpoon  Grabble  Gherkin  Cruise  

Domineer  Easel  Holster  Walrus  

Bulwark  Hustle  Stipple  Grabble  

Aloof  Afrikaans  Frolic  Buckwheat  

 

Words from Asia 

Ketchup Kun fu Ramen Shaolion 

Tycoon Zean Dim sum or (sim) Haiku 

Kabuki Karaoke Shogun Mikado 

Dojo Kamikaze Suduko Camphor 

Compound Paddy Kiwi Kimono 

Geisha  Tsunami  Haiku   

 

Words from Arabic 

Assassin Cipher Serendipity  Tarragon  

Decipher Marzipan  Arsenal  Grimson  

Elixir  Mohair  Gazelle  Muslin  

Admiral  Monsoon  Zenith  Algebra  

Saffron  Artichoke  Tamarind   

Mosque  Alchemy  Tangerine   

  

Science words 

Hominid  Bipedal  Mesolithic  Homoeractus  

Paleontologist  Neolithic  Neanderthal  Ethnoarcheaologist  
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Noxious  Supernova  Stratigraphy  Paleothic  
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15. Drones word list  

The Drones are the soldier bees who protect the hive.  The drones are the brave bees 

that ensure the safety of other bees.  You are a drone and if you have made it this far; 

have proven yourself.  This is a final list of challenge words for our bravest bees.  Use all 

the tips, rules your dictionary to get through the word list.  You cannot just memorise the 

list, you will need to understand each word to make it to the final of the Mzansi Spelling 

Bee 2016.  I have every confidence in your ability.  Good luck bees.   

 

Ballot Government Delegation Bourgeois 

Onomatopoeia Soliloquy Synecdoche Maudlin 

Arachnophobia Claustrophobia Semantics Didactical 

Aero acrophobia Nostalgia Androphobia Xenophobia 

Agoraphobia Ombudsman Nomination Proletariat 

Kleptomaniac Nostalgia Fascism Renaissance 

Referendum Philanthropy Rambunctious Chimera 

Stigma Bi-annual Kaleidoscope Questionnaire 

Consequential Anarchy Tyranny Dictatorship 

Gratification Fatigue Industrious Reproductive 

Spectatorship Nationalisation Paralysed Communism 

Electrolyte Insomnia Apprehend Auxiliary 

Circumvent Concoction Decoration Development 

Dramaturgy Exonerate Eavesdrop Inoculate 

Feminist Gregarious Jaundice Permission 

Preoccupied Procrastinate Narcissist Narcotics 

Nouveau Magnanimous Invertebrate Vertebrate 
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Somnambulist Raggamuffin Satire Suave 

Tutelage Inundate Sophisticated Treachery 

Personification Telepathy Exotic Oblique 

Wedlock Haunch Nylon Subsidy 

Rudimentary Socialism Admiral Foreign 

Incinerate Orientation Liberalism Coup 

Coupe  Cul De Sac Conservatory Acquisition 

Pontificate Incipient Disastrous Perseverance 

Compunctious Antithesis Tarnished Ambivalent 

Derogatory Contradictious Galvanize Manageability 

Protuberant Pantheon Equanimity Amateurish 

Idyll Consignment Nuance Depilatory 

Haughtiness Ineluctable Compunction Caricature 

Anaemic Insurrection Bravado Fabulist 

Malachite Beatitude Augury Salubrious 

Grandiloquence Presidio Dystopia Cadre 

Apostate Coalescence Pompadour Baccalaureate 

Contemporaneous Cauterize Gelato Parliamentary 

Jitney Faux Cerebellum Diaphanous 

Subconscious Salinity Mitigate Disingenuous 

Emulate Optometry Compendium Statistician 

Raucous Verbiage Audacious Constitutional 

Preposterous Interrogative Apportion Predicament 

Personage Impediment Beguile Unwonted 

taciturn Derisible Untenable Comportment 

Fallibility Vernal Monitory Extant 

Unforeseeable Subsequent Disparage Recyclable 

Fantastically Forensics Quantitative Empirical 
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Focaccia Occipital Agitprop Plagiarism 

Sapphire Elegiac Appellate Schism 

Bonsai Petroglyphs Annihilation Presumptuous 

Rappelled Courtier Gluttonous Monochrome 

Tomahawk Carcinogen Omnibus Complacency 

Prognosticate Injurious Dodecahedron Porosity 

Gustatory Cumbersome Netiquette Sedentary 

Malaise Panache Charioteer Wheedle 

Bodega Rejuvenate Congressional Hermitage 

Evince Acrylics Exorcism Corduroy 

Mammalian Affluent Bountiful Willow 

Torsion Emblazoned Photogenic Bulbous 

Leonine Hackamore Propulsion Travesty 

Lambasted Adroitly Betrothal Dawdle 

Verdure Famished Derivative Divvy 

Asylum Lucrative Aura Grouse 

Diadem Corduroy Exhibit Tangible  

Sepulcher aegis  Autochthonous  Connecticut 

Crapulence adieu ambidextrous Cockamamie 

 

Well done spellers. 

Now let‘s play!!! 

 

 

 


